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Finding a cure: CALS' firgt Doctor of Plant Medicine fights againgt
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tHvagve species BY AMANDA ALLEX
he first graduate of the Unmversity of Floaida's Plant n mvasive species and regulatory agnenlfure, the Plant Medicine
Medicme Program now aids Flonda in the fight agamst Program at the University of Florida was the perfect fit.”

mvasive species. Plant Medicme Program Director Eobert MeGovem sad

Adam Silagyi became the first of the program’s 34 graduates  he attnbufes mouch of Silagyi’s success nthe program to has
m Angust 2003 when he recerved the plonsenng spuit and productive work
Diactor of Flant Medicine degree. ethoc. It 15 these same qualities that

Mow, he 15 one of just four pest Silagyi said drive him to fmther his
survey specialists working in the state caresr withim the PPOA

of Flendz through the Untted Statas “T zze movself moving up o this

Dapartment of Agvieulture’s Aninal agency, posstbly m mtemnational

and Flant Health Inspection Service services, where AFHIS emplovess work

within the Plant Protection and ovarseas, wsuzlly at an embassy or near

Ciarantme agency. an embassy, ad collaborate with other
As part of his job, Silagyd spends couniries to create safe trade,” Silagyi

& sizuficant amount of tme educating said.

the public about invasive species and Traneling abroad won't be amything

pest management practices. Silagyl : i neww for Silagyi, who has spent fime in

said he 15 able to use the knowledge Adarn Silagyi, the firs: graduate of the Doctor of Blant Parzguay, Bolia, Nicaragua and Costa

he gainad i the Plant Madicina Medicine Program at UF, inspects an avocado grove  Fica. Silagyi said his overseas work has

Program to do so. in Seuth Florda for a new mite species thathas been  helped lom suceassfully work with the
“TWith imvasive species in my job,  aitecting groves in the area. agency’s many partners.

we deal with plant pathozens, msects, nematodes and plants; “Being a people persom 15 a very mmportant aspect of ths job,

everyvihing that T studied ™ Silazwi said. “For nov tvpe of jobnow,  because vou can't do this job alone. This job requires you to work
with several other agencies and organizations,” he said.

Graduate student wins GREEN from greenhouse industry

BY TOCCARA SHAW
ne food and resourcs economics maduate stadant gamed greanhonse intemship to witte about thew experiences. Culy one
baoth kmewledge from her indergraduate mtemmslhup scholarshap is presanted ammually.

exparience and a £3,000 scholarship award. “T did an mternship with Deroose Plants m Apopka, Fla
Alima Lovelace Hamma was the reciprent of the 2006 GPIN focusing mainly on sales and marketmg but also leaming all
(Greenhouse Product Mews magazine) and Nesus Intern abeout the business aspect of a meenhouss company,” Hamma said.
Scholarship, “Sp, I applied for 1t and twmed in my essay.™
“Tlzaimad ahout the scholarship from nyy profasser, Do Competing for this scholarship is net an easy task. One of
Jim Barratt. He 15 the one whe really the requirements is that stodents monst be

encouragad me to apply,” Hanna said.
Bamatt, a professor m the
environmentzl horticulows
departmeent, said he first met Hanna
when she was a sophomore student in
his marsery productions class, a class
that normeally consists of cnly jumors

workmg toward an underzraduats degree
in fonculfvre or a related feld.

Aftar therr gresnhouse mtamship,
students are asked to subnut a 1,000-
word essay. Hanna's essay was sent to
zaveral industy mernbers, as well as to
indrviduals within the GPIN and Nexus

and sexwors. == 1 compames - all of wheom voted her assay
“It 15 a course that 15 a Little '1 I X y as the unanimons winner.
+ AF : “When I was told [ was one of

bit more advanced,” Bamett said. ! "
“However, with Alina’s ability to JeffWarshaver. Nexus Corp. (left). and GPN Editorial s five finalists for the scholarship,

leam real fast and her interest in Director Tim Hodsen (right] recognize Alina Lovelace g3 1o de ma really excited because
Hanna as Intern of the Year at the Ohio Florculure y

the subject, she was claarly the i o : P I had leamed so nmch, smd T wantad

cutstanding student in the class from ?:Efqatmn Snent Caurss in Columbus. Ghve, other people to know about the zreat

that standpoint ™ opporhunities and need for marketing
GPN, an industry trade publication, and MNexms Comp., a within the mdusty,” she said “The fact that

company that lwlds state-of-the-art greenhouses, offer the it [the vote] was imanimens really made me feel great”™

schelarshup to encourage studants who have completed a B
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