
OBJECTIVE: The certificate program  
in Plant Pest Risk Assesment and  
Management provides a unique oppor- 
tunity for University of Florida grad- 
uate students to develop the personal  
and professional skills required to  
effectively lead and conduct plant pest  
risk assessment and management on  
the local, national and international  
level. 

ELIGIBILITY: The certificate is coord- 
inated by the University of Florida Plant  
Medicine Program, is multidisciplinary  
in nature and is applicable to graduate  
degree programs (D.P.M., M.S., Ph.D.)  
across departments and colleges at the  
University of Florida.

INTERNSHIPS/CAREERS
Funded internships and employment 
opportunities are available with state, 
federal and international regulatory  
agencies.

For additional information on the 
Graduate Certificate in Plant Pest Risk 
Assessment and Management contact:

Dr. Robert J. McGovern
Professor and Director

Plant Medicine Program
1453 Fifield Hall
P.O. Box 110680

Gainesville, FL 32611-0680

Ph: 352-392-3631 Ext. 213
Fx: 352-392-7348

Email: rjmcgov@ufl.edu
Or visit our website: 

http://www.dpm.ifas.ufl.edu

Graduate Certificate
in Plant Pest Risk

Assessment &
Management



Today’s global and consumer driven 
economy requires knowledge of plant 
health management practices and  
challenges beyond one’s own borders. 
Introductions of invasive plant pests,  
including plant pathogens, arthropods 
and weeds, can have a devastating  
impact on agriculture and natural  
resources.

The future of agricultural productivity  
and marketing will depend to a great  
extent on the ability of broadly trained 
plant health professionals to manage 
indigenous plant health problems, pre- 
vent the introduction of alien pests and 
take rapid action to minimize delete- 
rious impacts should a pest introduc- 
tion occur.

CURRICULUM: Students are re- 
quired to obtain at least 16 credits for 
the Certificate in Plant Pest Risk Assess-
ment and Management.

Core courses (10 credits)
• �Principles of Plant Pest Risk Assess- 

ment and Management (3 credits)
• �Internship in Plant Pest Risk Assess- 

ment and Management (6 credits)
• �Colloquium on Plant Pests of Regula- 

tory Significance (1 credit)

Elective courses (6 credits)
• �Technical group (Epidemiology of 

Plant Disease, GIS and Remote 
Sensing, Biology of Invasive 
Species, etc. - 3 credits)

• �Policy group (Agricultural Law, 
International Trade and Policy, 
Policy Evaluation, etc. - 3 credits)


